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SUBJECT: PUERTO RICO IN COMMITTEE OF 24 

1 . AMB MCHENRY AND MISOFF CALLED ON AFGHAN CHARGE 
SIDDIQ AUG 25 TO DISCUSS PUERTO RICO IN COMMITTEE OF 
24 (C-24). REFERRING TO PAST DISCUSSIONS ON SUBJECT, 

MCHENRY NOTED SITUATION IN ONE SENSE WAS THE SAME AS 
IN THE PAST - IT IS BASICALLY A QUESTION FOR DECISION 

BY THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO. THIS WAS THE CONTROLLING 
FACTOR, AND THIS POSITION HAD BEEN REAFFIRMED BY 
PRES CARTER IN HIS JULY 25 PROCLAMATION. (COPY WAS 
LEFT WITH SIDDIQ.) NEW FACTOR WAS GOVERNOR'S CALL FOR 
STATUS REFERENDUM FOLLOWING 1980 ELECTIONS. MCHENRY 
SAID IT WOULD BE A TRAGEDY FOR THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO 
RICO AND PERHAPS THE UN IF THERE WERE AN EFFORT ON 
THE PART OF THE UN TO DECIDE THE FUTURE OF THE PUERTO 
RICAN PEOPLE INSTEAD OF LEAVING THAT DECISION TO THEM. 

MOREOVER, IF SUCH A SITUATION WERE TO DEVELOP IT WOULD 
BE CONFUSED WITH OTHER ISSUES - IDEOLOGIES AND 
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WOULD NOT 
LOOK KINDLY AT SUCH MISTREATMENT OF THE QUESTION BY THE 
UN. HE NOTED THAT THE US HAS ENJOYED AFGHANISTAN'S 
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SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING ON THIS ISSUE IN THE PAST AND 
HE HOPED WE COULD CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

2. SIDDIQ POINTED OUT THAT AFGHANISTAN HAS BEEN A MEMBER 
OF THE C-24 FOR MANY YEARS AND IS VERY FAMILIAR WITH THE 
CASE OF PUERTO RICO. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE HAS 
BEEN A CHANGE IN GOVT IN AFGHANISTAN. HE HAS INFORMED 
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KABUL OF THE BACKGROUND OF THE ISSUE AND REQUESTED INSTRUC- 
TIONS BUT HAS NOT YET RECEIVED THEM. AFTER REFERRING 
TO AFGHANISTAN’S PAST POSITION, SIDDIQ SAID HE DID NOT 
KNOW WHAT THE POSITION WOULD BE THIS YEAR. HE WAS AWARE 
OF THE CONTACTS WE HAD HAD IN BOTH WASHINGTON AND KABUL. 

3. MCHENRY REALIZED SIDDIQ WOULD BE BOUND BY HIS 
INSTRUCTIONS, BUT SAID HE WANTED TO BE SURE THERE 

WAS FULL UNDERSTANDING OF OUR VIEWS. GOVERNMENTS CHANGE, 
BUT THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS QUESTION HAS NOT CHANGED, NOR 
HAS THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO TO 
DECIDE THEIR OWN FUTURE. THERE WERE PLANS FOR A NEW 
STATUS REFERENDUM AND IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE PEOPLE 
BE ABLE TO MAKE THEIR CHOICE FREELY AND OPENLY. IT 
WOULD BE GOOD TO HAVE PROVISIONS TO ENSURE THE FAIRNESS 
OF THE DECISION. MCHENRY CONCLUDED THAT SIDDIQ WAS 
FAMILIAR WITH THE QUESTION AND HE THOUGHT WITH THE 
UNDERLYING ISSUES AS WELL. 

4. SIDDIQ SAID HIS GOVT REALIZED THAT THIS WAS A VERY 
SENSITIVE ISSUE FOR THE US. AFGHANISTAN, HE SAID, AS 

A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED THE RIGHT OF 
THE PEOPLE TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND TO DETERMINE THEIR 
FUTURE. MCHENRY SAID HIS CONCERN RELATED TO HOW PRINCIPLES 
WERE IMPLEMENTED. HE WAS CONCERNED THAT THERE WOULD BE 
AN EFFORT TO HAVE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DECIDE FOR 
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THE PEOPLE. 

5. SIDDIQ SAID HE WOULD TRANSMIT OUR VIEWS TO HIS GOVT 
AND HOPED TO RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS SOON. HE AGREED TO 
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH MCHENRY. 

6. COMMENT: SIDDIQ, WHO HAS BEEN AT THE AFGHAN MISSION 
FOR 5 YEARS, WAS VERY FRIENDLY AND VERY LIKELY WOULD 
BE PERSONALLY DISPOSED TO BE RESPONSIVE TO OUR WISHES. 

WE DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT HE IS IN A POSITION TO INFLUENCE 
THE GOA'S DECISION AND WILL PROBABLY SIMPLY REPORT OUR 
APPROACH FACTUALLY AND AWAIT INSTRUCTIONS. YOUNG 
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